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OPENING STATEMENT 
Our Movements, global to local, towards the Goal 11 of Sustainable Development 

Urban Reforms against the Urban Legend of Calamity and the City 

It is often said that “The most important class conflict in the poor countries of the world today is not 
between labor and capital. Nor is it between foreign and national interests. It is between rural classes 
and urban classes.” (Michael Lipton) In a balanced development between the classes, it is insensitive 
that cities offer equitable conditions and opportunities to their inhabitants; a majority of citizens is 
deprived, or limited to their rights to the city—and forgotten in the virtue of economic, social, 
cultural, ethnic, gender or age characteristics: your life might have been forsaken by the city. 

Yes. Tragically, Korean society had so difficult time for housing instability, structural poverty and 
economic life in 1989, when our organization, the Citizens’ Coalition for Economic Justice, (CCEJ) 
was founded to struggle against the unprecedented history of housing speculation. And, we have 
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performed a citizens’ movement, based on empiricism and criticism with alternatives and antidotes, 
leading to the land and property reform since that time. In 1997, we put gear up the urban reform, 
a measure that is to campaign against sprawl development in the green belt area (1997-2002); to 
perform safety inspection for mixed-use facilities (1999-2007); to keep a balance of land 
development—rural and urban—between subnational and national governments (2001-2007); to 
promote public benefits in return for reconstruction, redevelopment and urban regeneration (2004-
Now); to claim public rights to urban open space (2001-Now); to control gentrification in order to 
protect microbusiness in the commercial area (2016-Now): all those are what we believe indeed to 
make Korean society sustainable and resilient.１ 

No but we thought often of these, of how our cities are changed sustainable and resilient, when we 
glanced backward our activities during the last two-decade years of 1997-2018: we’re recalling a 
history that is the PEOPLE’S CALAMITY REPUBLIC OF KOREA. Even you cannot help but be 
reminded of the truth of it, when you hear our urban legends, called “Calamity and the City,” again 
and again, when you listen to the collapse of the Sungsoo Bridge, (1994) of why’s people drowned２; 
or of the Sampoong Department Store, (1995) of why’s many people buried３; or to the fire disaster 
of the Deaegu Subway, (2003) of why’s people left alone but locked４; or, with anxiety, to the maritime 
disaster of the Sewol Ferry DE the never-to-be-oblivious DIE on A.D. XVI KAL. MAI. MMXIV,５ (16 
April 2014) of why’s young people submerged but swallowed６—by power structure and she said 
(sic) “mundus vult dcipi, ergo decipiatur (the world wants to be deceived, so let it be deceived)” 
although the children of this world are thrown both present and absent: we can’t see of them 
anymore, and yet at the same time, we’re able to hear and to see the truth through them more and 
more and Dasein. 

They were not to be guaranteed of safety rights and yet they allowed us a legacy of thinking 
ourselves guaranteed of Right to the City, sustainable and resilient, which is our mission in 
accordance with the Sustainable Development Goals 11: to make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 
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TOPIC FOR PRESENTATION 
Our Shapes, cohesion and coherence, for the Habitat III 
—leading to Korean societies, Sustainable and Resilient 

A Novelty of Right to the City, as the enlightenment towards 
“CITY FOR ALL” 

We intensively took note of the Quito Declaration, Sustainable cities and human settlements for all, 
namely “New Urban Agenda,”７  which was adopted at the Habitat III, in agreement with the 
resolution on 23 December 2016.８ And, we highly recognized needs of the new agenda to lead to 
Korean society, sustainable and resilient—one that all citizens have equal rights based on the 
concept “Right to the City”; another that local communities offer them to access to the benefits and 
opportunities grounded on the concept “Inclusive City”; others that the government reconsiders the 
urban systems and physical form of our urban spaces founded on the concept “Environmentally 
Sustainable and Resilient City”—then, a novelty that these concepts would allow us to realize the 
earth towards “CITY FOR ALL.” 

Yes. Our topic is this new agenda we accepted on 20 September 2017, when celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of founding the Urban Reform Center of the CCEJ, ９  a statement that is titled 
“Declaration of Right to the City.” Our statement was adopted by members, directors and staffs of 
the CCEJ together with hundreds of urban planning specialists in Korean civil society.１０  We 
acknowledged Right to the City as human rights. This statement was revised for the purpose of 
guiding the theme, “From global to local: supporting sustainable and resilient societies in urban and 
rural communities,” of the 2018 session of the Economic and Social Council. (ECOSOC) On 22 April 
2018,１１ it was submitted as the following missions and action plans: 

 

1. Advocate Spatial Justice to ensure Right to the City that: 

(a) Shares to everybody, taking ownership, neither specific individual nor enterprise 
exclusively, thereby expanding the public right and developing accessibility to urban 
open spaces for all; 
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(b) Expands urban open spaces, such as a public square and a neighborhood park, by 
widely implementing the policy of Privately Owned Public Open Space,１２ an incentive 
policy that is to notify every stakeholder could participate in public-private 
partnerships (PPPs) openly; that is to develop the space with the condition that every 
participant owns and uses this space but must share green spaces, as a part of the 
whole space, in exchange for Floor Space Index highly; thereby, that is to revitalize the 
PPPs briskly; 

(c) Improves a legal framework to evenly share the benefits of urban infrastructure for all 
classes, in particular, the lower-income class without discrimination. 

 

2. Advocate urban reforms to achieve Inclusive City that: 

(a) Arranges urban planning, administrative and financial, a development programme that 
is implemented not only to provide decent jobs or livelihoods for disadvantaged 
groups but also to protect microbusiness owners, thereby to promote shared growth 
in regional economy; 

(b) Guarantees the human rights to housing, urban space and facility without prejudice 
based on nationality, sex, age, religion and economic status in the institutional 
framework; 

(c) Highly improves welfare facilities in the frameworks, legal and institutional and without 
infringement, to ameliorate the human rights of children, women, disabilities, the 
elderly and infirm; 

 

3. Advocate urban reforms for Environmentally Sustainable and Resilient City that: 

(a) Improves disaster prevention facilities against calamities from climate change; 
(b) Adopts sustainable energy policies on eco-friendly transportation, smart technology 

and urban structure; 
(c) Conserves historical and cultural and environmental resources, including biodiversity. 

 

4. Emphasize citizen participation in advocacy planning for urban reforms: the urban planning 
should be designed together with leading the governance frameworks, subnational and 
national, by the government we urge—to be citizen-centered. 
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HIGHLIGHT KEY ISSUES 

Our Ethics, refinement and reminiscence, of the NGOs Style 
and Democracy against structural inequality 

The Absence of Distributive Justice: Skyrockets, Evictions, 

Segregations and Loneliness from your existential crisis 

Now, in urban planning and structural reforms on human rights, how to access to Right to the City 
through the new agenda? 

Our answer key is to realize Distributive Justice—based on the public concept of land and property 
and urban ownerships. 

In the process of poor and inequality, the distributive justice is forgotten, environment gravely 
damaged, and socioeconomic development postponed. In Korean communities, there is a social 
satire of saying “Landlord on the top of Creator,” a Landlord’s game that demonstrates how rents 
enrich property owners but impoverish tenants.１３ Over the past thirty years saw that the economic 
growth, called “Korean miracle on the Han River,” has brought wealth to the landlords, a miracle that 
house prices skyrocketed over eight times for a year of 1988.１４ But Korean government always 
failed to regulate the property market because of housing development, which was taken an 
initiative by the government. In the governmental framework on urbanization and land and property 
reform, especially, Seoul city under the pretense of effective development has widened structural 
gaps, even risk-taking collapse of the bridge and department store with economic system—
alienating a large group of rural labors and citizens.  

Indeed, Korean communities had defeated the dictatorial government through a popular uprising 
of torches, then the democracy started up to unfold in Korea—whereas Korean society was going 
through a very difficult time for structural poverty, inequality as well as calamity, which is still 
suffocating our economic life. 

Yes though you can also change these power structures through a collective resistance of candles, 
no but the most important is your partnership in advocacy planning for urban structure, in particular, 
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the distributive justice as your enlightenment. Yet that means not only each of you should participate 
in the shared visions but also the urban planning must be designed all together with guaranteed of 
the governance framework without prejudice by your government. If the government does not start 
to control structural inequality soon—as if we had thought often of these—innocent people more 
would be sacrificed. Of course, even if you can’t touch this structure in hand, if you start to control 
the urban planning and structural reform, of our free will, you can save many lives. However, the 
larger issue will still remain existential crisis of your decision, dead or alive: the grave consequences 
of serialized situations, skyrockets, evictions, segregations and loneliness are only detrimental to 
your economic life. 

You, therefore, should not underestimate how deeply entrenched the power structure is, an urban 
structure that has contributed to structural inequality by ignoring the distributive justice as the public 
concept of land and property and urban ownerships. 

Skyrockets, Evictions, Segregations 
Skyrockets, Evictions, Segregations 
Skyrockets, Evictions, Segregations 

And your Loneliness, since the absence of distributive justice, are synchronized in the structure. 
Sad to say, i on the last month had no choice but to remain so much loneliness. 
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ENDNOTE 

* We, as the Korea's first fully-fledged NGO, have performed a citizens' movement for Economic Justice, Political 
& Legal Justice, Korean Reunification, International Peace & Security, Consumer Rights & Protection, Urban 
Reform and Housing Stability, struggling against the history of property speculation since 1989. 

This oral statement, 4rd ed., is revised by Hochul Jung. (hcjung@ccej.or.kr) 

■ If you need more information, please visit us: http://ccej.or.kr/eng/who-we-are/about-us/; 

１ *About other activities, please See this: http://www.rightlivelihoodaward.org/laureates/citizens-coalition-
for-economic-justice-ccej/ 

２ On Oct 21, 1994, in Seoul, the Seongsu Bridge, which is over 48m in length built at Han River, was suddenly 
collapsed, while the bridge was in service. Since it was the commuting time in the early morning, bus and 
passenger car fell to the Han River about 20m below, and 32 persons died and 17 people got injured. From 
the investigation after the accident, the actual condition of many "omission" became clear. 
*See this: http://www.shippai.org/fkd/en/cfen/CD1000144.html 

３ On Jun 29, 1995, in Seoul, the Sampoong Department Store was collapsed, a structural failure that occurred 
in South Korean history as 502 people died and 937 were injured—it was the deadliest modern building 
collapse until the September 11 attacks in New York City, and the deadliest non-deliberate building collapse 
until the 2013 Savar building collapse near Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
*See this: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sampoong_Department_Store_collapse 

４ On Feb 18, 2003, in Daegu, the subway fire occurred, when an arsonist set fire to a train which killed 192 
people and injured 151 others at the Jungangno Station. The fire disaster had spread across two trains within 
minutes because of failure in fire control system. 
*See this: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daegu_subway_fire 

５ On April 16, 2014, the MV Ferry sank, where the 6,825-ton vessel sent a distress signal from about 2.7 
kilometres (1.7 mi) north of Byeongpungdo, when the passenger/ro-ro ferry was en route from Incheon 
towards Jeju at AM 08:58 Korea Standard Time, (23:58 UTC, 15 April 2014), while carrying 476 people, mostly 
secondary school students from the Danwon High School. In total, 304 passengers and crew members died 
in the disaster. The sinking of Sewol resulted in widespread social and political reaction within South Korea. 
Many criticized the actions of the captain and most of the crew. Also criticized were the ferry operator and 
the regulators who oversaw its operations, along with the South Korean government for its disaster response, 
including the poor showing of the then Korean coastguard, and attempts to downplay government culpability. 
On 15 May 2014, the captain and three crew members were charged with murder, while the other 11 members 
of the crew were indicted for abandoning the ship. 
*See this: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinking_of_MV_Sewol#16_April_2014 

６ Maina Kiai, “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of 
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association on his mission to the Republic of Korea,” the Human Rights Council the report of the Special 
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, (Jan 20-29, 2016) *Symbol: 
A/HRC/32/36/Add.2; https://undocs.org/A/HRC/32/36/Add.2 

７  New Urban Agenda, (United Nations, 2017) *Symbol: A/RES/71/256, ISBN: 978-92-1-132731-1; 
http://habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda 

８ 71/256. New Urban Agenda, “Quito declaration on Sustainable Cities and Human Settlements for All,” 71th 
session of the resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the United nations, (Dec 23, 2016) *Symbol: 
A/RES/71/256*; https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/256 

９ *See this: https://youtu.be/7MRH4myqihk 

１０ “Declaration of Right to the City,” the 2018 ECOSOC High-level Segment Open Call for Written Statement 
(April 23, 2018); http://ccej.or.kr/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/180423-Statement-Declaration-of-Right-to-
the-City-2017_9_20_Rev.3.pdf 

１１  *Refer to this: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/ecosoc-high-level-segment-%E2%80%9C-
global-local-supporting-sustainable-and-resilient-societies 

１２ Privately owned public space (POPS), or alternatively, privately owned public open spaces (POPOS), are 
terms used to describe a type of public space that, although privately owned, is legally required to be open 
to the public under a city's zoning ordinance or other land-use law. Although the term "privately owned public 
space" was popularized by Harvard professor Jerold S. Kayden through his 2000 book Privately Owned Public 
Space: The New York City Experience, written in collaboration with the New York City Department of City 
Planning and the Municipal Art Society of New York, the history of privately owned public space commenced 
in 1961 when New York City introduced an incentive zoning mechanism offering developers the right to build 
10 square feet of bonus rentable or sellable floor area in return for one square foot of plaza, and three square 
feet of bonus floor area in return for one square foot of arcade. While "privately owned public space" as a 
term of art refers specifically to private property required to be usable by the public under zoning or similar 
regulatory arrangements, the phrase in its broadest sense can refer to places, like shopping malls and hotel 
lobbies, that are privately owned and open to the public, even if they are not legally required to be open to 
the public. 
*Cite: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privately_owned_public_space 

１３  Lizzie Magie, “The Landlords’ game,” the Single Tax Review (Autumn, 1902); 
http://lvtfan.typepad.com/lvtfans_blog/2011/01/lizzie-magie-1902-commentary-the-landlords-game.html 

１４ *See this: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miracle_on_the_Han_River 


