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A Letter of Acknowledgement 
On acceptance of our statement and agenda for the 2018 HLPF 

[Attention]: Office of Intergovernmental Support and Coordination for Sustainable Development 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

 

July 24, 2018 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

Thank you for your letter of 16 July 2018. 

I am here to inform you of my pleasure in accepting our statement, “Declaration of Right to the City 
(E/2018/NGO/2),” on the agenda that was assigned by you at the 2018 session of High-Level Segment 
of the Economic and Social Council. It is my great pleaser to inform you that this is one of our 
fundamental agendas, which have been dealt with since 2011, and this is one of our fundamental 
changes, a belief of making our societies, sustainable and resilient. 

When we tried to start the citizens’ movement on this agenda with a barefoot mind; Korean society was 
too much pessimistic about confidence to deal with this agenda. But later we got it too interesting and 
challenging; when we stepped into the New Urban Agenda, “Habitat III,” and started extensive 
discussing problems, analyzing cases, finding patterns and consulting with stakeholders recurrently. On 
top of that, there were a belief, a pledge, a novelty shift driven by enlightening the vision “City for All”: 
To realized Sustainable and resilient societies, we must stay a citizen-centered development on the basis 
of the public concept of land and property and urban ownerships. 

Yes we did; Yes We Can! 

This then is the lesson of enlightenment that we have learned from the history of the People’s Calamity 
Republic of Korea for the last two-decade years—a developmental belief that sustainable and resilient 
societies are possible which should leave no one fallen into a sacrificial victim and should leave citizens 
subject to a right to the city, an inclusive city, an environmentally sustainable and resilient city, with a 
safe and free society; which should trust in the ordinary people, in their voice, in their tolerance, in their 
accountability to adjust differences with good humor, and to work out alternatives such as a public 
concept for the democratic ethics of communitarianism from our land, our property, our urban 
ownerships—a concept for which we advocate spatial justice to ensure a right to the city, for which we 
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advocate socioeconomic developments to accomplish an inclusive city, for which we advocate urban 
reforms to secure an environmentally sustainable and resilient city; then which could resolve a crisis of 
gentrification or human settlement, a serialized crisis of skyrockets and evections and segregations in 
our societies; thereby which would move the world into a new era, our societies, sustainable and 
resilient. 

Working Together: Making a Difference! 

This is our lesson “City for all”—“Leave no one behind.” We have learned more about your works on 
the SDGs, and acknowledge your greater efforts on SDGs. We, the Citizens’ Coalition for Economic 
Justice, wish your all invisible and invaluable supports, time, care, opinion and suggestion that you 
would give and allow us to complete our mission successfully in the future. 

I would like to express gratitude for your consideration and such a decision. 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Sunchul Yun 
Secretary General 
Citizens’ Coalition for Economic Justice* 
South Korea 

 

 

[P.S.]: And we are sorry about our absence from the 2018 HLPF, although you also adopted 
our oral statement for this time. If you would allow us to do this in the future when the next 
speech comes, we will grab a chance. 

 

* We, as the Korea's first fully-fledged NGO, have performed a citizens' movement for Economic Justice, Political & Legal Justice, 
Korean Reunification, International Peace & Security, Consumer Rights & Protection, Urban Reform and Housing Stability, 
struggling against the history of property speculation since 1989; translated by Hochul Jung. (hcjung@ccej.or.kr) 
If you need more information, please Visit Us: http://ccej.or.kr/eng/who-we-are/about-us/; 
Our Achievements (RLA, 2003): http://www.rightlivelihoodaward.org/laureates/citizens-coalition-for-economic-justice-ccej/ 

                                           


